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STATE ELECTION COMMISSION, MAHARASHTRA

New Administrative Building, Hutatma Rajguru Chowk
Madame Cama Road, Mumbai 400 032
Dated the 21st January 2017.

Order

MaHARASHTRA ELECTION SYMBOLS ( RESERVATION and ALLOTMENT) (AMENDMENT) ORDER, 2017.

No. SEC/RPP-2017/CR-07/D-11.—Whereas, the responsibility of superintendence, direction
and control of all elections to the Panchayats and Municipalities in the State is vested in the
State Election Commission, under Articles 243-K and 243-ZA of the Constitution of India ;

And Whereas, in the interest of holding elections to the Panchayats and Municipalities in
the State and Conduct of such elections in free, fair, transparent and efficient manner, the State
Election Commission, Maharashtra, by Maharashtra Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment)
Order, dated the 31st March, 2009, as amended from time to time, has made certain provisions, to
provide for certain matters incidental to the specification, reservation, choice and allotment of

symbols for political parties and for matters connected therewith ;

And whereas, there are provisions in the said order to allot the symbols reserved by Election
Commission of India for the Political parties recognised by the Election Commission of
India(currently 15 in the State), during Elections to any Local body in the state. Whereas all
other Registered political parties (which are not recognised by Election Commission of India)
are allotted different free symbol (by Lottery process wherever necessary) to its candidates for
different seats in the same local body elections ;

And whereas, several political parties have requested State Election Commission to amend
the above orders because above provisions lead to several difficulties during campaign period
since various candidates of one registered political party itself can get different free symbols
even in one local body election itself. And whereas, in pursuance to the above request, State
Election Commission feels that it may be possible to temporarily reserve a free symbol for a
registered political party for a specific local body provided that the political party has won five
percent of the seats in the immediate preceding general elections to that local body ;

And whereas, Nagarpalika, Nagarpanchayat, Mahanagarpalika, Zilla Parishad and all
Panchayat Samitis in it, are different and independent local bodies,above provisions will have
to be applied to each local body separately and independently ;

And whereas, in order to implement the above, the State Election Commission has come to
conclusion that, it is necessary to amend paragraph 4(1) and 8(1) and insert new paragraph 4(2A),
6(2A) and 7A in Maharashtra Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, dated the
31st March 2009 as amended from time to time. ; ‘

Therefore, Maharashtra Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, dated the
31st March 2009, is amended as follows :—

Paragraph 4(1) is substituted by amended paragraph 4(1) as follows :—

“4(1) For the purpose of this order, symbols shall be either a reserve symbol or a free
symbol or a temporarily reserved free symbol.”

A new paragraph 4(24) is introduced after the existing Paragraph 4(2), as follows :—

“4(2A) ‘Temporarily reserved free symbol’ will be a symbol reserved for the registered
political party as per the provisions of Paragraph 7A of this order.”

A new paragraph 6(2A) is inserted after the Paragraph 6(2) as follows :—

“ 6(2A) A candidate set up by a registered political party for which a free symbol has
been declared as ‘temporarily reserved free symbol’ by the competent authority as provided
in Paragraph 7A (1) of the order for any election to any local authority, shall choose and shall
be allotted such ¢ temporarily reserved free symbol’ for that election in that local body and
no other symbol. _
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A new paragraph 7A is introduced after the existing Paragraph 7, as follows :—

“7A. Reservation of common symbol for Registered Political Party.—(1) A registered
political party whose candidates got elected to not less than five percent of the seats in a specific
local body in the immediate previous general election, subject to minimum of one seat, if the five
percent of the total seats in that local body comes to less than one, makes an application to the
Competent Authority as prescribed in following sub paragraph, to reserve a symbol out of the
free symbols for the candidates to be setup by the said party in the forthcoming election, in that
local body, the competent authority on verifying the terms and conditions laid down, declare the
free symbol to become a temporarily reserved free symbol for that registered political party for
that election, in that local body.

Explanation.—The elected representative shall have to be a candidate set up by the said
registered political party in the said immediately preceding general election. He will not be
considered merely because he is currently member of the said party.

(2) The Competent Authority for this clause will be “ Collector ” for elections to Zilla Parishads
Panchayat Samiti, Municipal Councils and Nagar Panchayats within his jurisdiction and ¢
Municipal Commissioner ” for the respective Municipal Corporation.

g (3) () The application under the sub-clause (1) shall be made by a registered political party,
© to the competent authority, at least three days before the first day fixed for accepting the
nominations for the election. The competent authority shall take decision on the application, at
least a day before the first day fixed for accepting the nominations, and immediately communicate
the decision to the Returning Officer/s appointed for the election of that local body and the
concerned registered political party.

Application under this clause shall be made for each Local Body independently. For example,
Zilla Parishad and Panchayat Samiti being seperate local bodies, independent applications shall
be made for each Zilla Parishad and/or Panchayat Samiti :

Provided that if more than one registered political parties make applications for the
reservation of same free symbol for the same local body to the competent authority within the
prescribed time limit and more than one of these registered political parties are found to be
eligible for temporarily reservation of free symbol, then such free symbol shall be allotted to the
registered political party whose application is first received by the competent authority and
other registered political parties be given choice to choose from the remaining free symbols.

(i1) The application shall be accompanied with the list of candidates set up by the registered
“political party, who were elected in immediate previous general election held for the said
Local body and the certificate of the secretary of the local body certifying the said list of
elected candidates.

(iit) The five percent seat of the local body will be arrived at by rounding it to the nearest
whole number. In any case number of seats arrived by this method shall not be less than one.

Explanation.—or determining the five percent seats of local body, decimal value below X.5
will be taken as X and decimal value equal to and above X.5 will be taken as X+1.

(tv) The Competent Authority will ascertain the number of seats won by candidates belonging
to the said political party from the secretary of the said local body.

(4) This temporarily reserved free symbol so declared by an order of competent authority
under this paragraph, shall cease to be a free symbol for that election, in that local body. It will
not be available for allotment to any other political party and / or candidate in that local body, for
that election.

Explanation.—The free symbol so declared as Temporarily Reserved Free Symbol, under
provision of this order, shall remain to be free symbol for any other election to that local body or
any election to any other local body
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Paragraph 8(1) of the Order shall be substituted as follows :—

“ 8. Choice of symbols by candidates of registered political parties or other
candidates and allotment thereof. — (1) Any candidate at an election to local bodies in the
State other than a candidate set up by recognised political party and a registered political party
for which a free symbol has been declared as “temporarily reserved free symbol” for the election
to that local body as provided in paragraph 7(A)(1) of the Order shall choose and shall be allotted
in accordance with the provisions hereinafter set out in this paragraph one of the symbols specified
as free symbols by the Commission, after excluding the free symbol declared as “temporarily
reserved free symbol”, if any under paragraph 7A(1) of this order.

By order of the State Election Commissioner,

SHEKHAR CHANNE,

Secretary,

State Election Commission, Maharashtra, }
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